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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Inl^^Ponal application No. 

PCT/JP2003/007961 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
1^ the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages 

pages ^ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the claims: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

y as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



. » filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



..filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to fins Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Thes e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the intemational 
preliminaiy examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the intemational application in written form. 

filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fiunished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosing in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

4.n 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
» — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)),** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70J6 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to wider item I and annexed to this report. 
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rv. Lack of unity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
[ I restricted the claims. 
1^ paid additional fees. 
□ paid additional fees under protest 

neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

I I Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied witii and chose, according to Rule 68. 1, 
2- I I not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ 

complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 



See supplemental sheet 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminaiy examination 
in establishing this report: 

13 all parts. 

I I the parts relating to claims Nos. ^ 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufiBcient) 

Continuation of: I V . 3 . 

For a group of inventions to fulfill the 
requirement of unity of invention, there must be a 
special technical feature linking the group of inventions 
so as to form a single general inventive concept. 

The inventions described in claims 1-8, 21-23 are 
linked so as to form a single general inventive concept 
by having a special technical feature wherein a 
conductive resin film comprises a conductive base 
material layer and a low-electric-resistance layer 
provided on the outermost layer of at least one surface 
thereof . 

The inventions set forth in claims 9-14 are linked 
so as to form a single general inventive concept by 
having a special technical feature wherein a conductive 
resin film comprises, mixed into a thermoplastic resin, 
fine carbon fibers each having a diameter of 0.001 to 
0.5|im and length of 0.1 to lOOfim. 

The inventions set forth in claims 15-20 are linked 
so as to form a single general inventive concept by 
having a special technical feature wherein a collector 
for an electric bilayer capacitor has a volume 
resistivity in a film thickness direction of 0.01 to SQcm 
and a tensile breaking strength of 10 to 30 MPa as 
measured in conformity with JIS K7127. 

The inventions in claims 1-8, 21-23, inventions in 
claims 9-14 and inventions in claims 15-20 are therefore 
acknowledged to be mutually different in terms of their 
special technical features. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not suflScient) 

Continuation of: I V • 3 . 

Accordingly, the inventions in described claims 1- 
8, 21-23, the inventions described in claims 9-14 and the 
inventions described in claims 15-20 are not linked so as 
to form a single general inventive concept, and it is 
clear that the inventions in claims 1-23 do not fulfill 
the requirement of unity of invention. 

As a result, the claims in this international 
application describes three inventions classified as 
"claims 1-8, 21-23", "claims 9-14", and "claims 15-20". 
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^' ?^«^lf«n!??vT* ^"^^^^ f^^^^ "^^^ ""^Sard to novelly, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement vy»*^^uiut,y^ 



! 1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial ^plicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



7-8, 13-23 



1-6, 9-12 



1-23 



1-23 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 
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NO 



Citations and explanations 



Document 1: JP 5-206680 A (Yazaki Corporation), 13 August 

1993, [claims], paragraphs [0007] to [0015] 
Document 2: JP 4-174599 A (Hiraoka Shikisen Kabushiki 

•Kaisha) , 22 June 1992, claims, page 7, lower 

left column, line 18 to page 10, upper left 

column, line 20, table 1 
Document 3: JP 11-144737 A (TDK Corporation), 28 May 1999, 

[claims] , paragraphs [0001] and [0025] to 

[0027] 

Document 4: JP 11-297332 A (TDK Corporation), 29 October 
1999, [claims], paragraphs [0001] and [0014] 
to [0017] 

Claims 1, 3 to 6 and 9 to 12 

The inventions set forth in claims 1, 3 to 6 and 9 
to 12 lack novelty and do not involve an inventive step in 
the light of document 1 cited in the international search 
report . 

Document 1 sets forth the inventions set forth in 
claims 1, 3 to 6 and 9 to 12. 



Claims 1 and 2, 4 and 5 

The invention set forth in claims 1 and 2, 4 and 5 
lacks novelty and does not involve an inventive step in 
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the light of document 2 cited in the international search 
report . 

Document 2 sets forth the invention described in 
claims l and 2, 4 and 5. 



Claims 7 and 8, 13 to 23 

The inventions set forth in claims 7 and 8, 12 to 23 
are disclosed in documents 1 to 4 cited in the 
international search report, and therefore do not involve 
an inventive step. 

As described in documents 3 and 4, in said technical 
field it is a known technique to use a conductive resin 
film comprising a thermoplastic resin and a conductive 
material as the collector for an electrical bilayer 
capacitor, therefore a person skilled in the art could use 
the conductive resin film described in documents 1 and 2 
as a collector for an electrical bilayer capacitor as 
necessary. 
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